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sumptuous scale of thousands of Brahmins prevalent any where else in India. All the officers attired in temple dress, assemble and squat on the floor on a mat spread for them. The Dewan takes his prominent seat. A clerk of the local Taluk Cutcherry steps forward and reads a list of the officers to whom His Highness the Maharaja has allotted work in connection with the cooking, feeding and other functions connected with the grand feast. The Dewan then leads the Karikkivettu ceremony by cutting the banana fruits placed in front, The other officers, then follow suit. The whole assembly then disperse. *
The idea of this function is this. The next day, that is, the Birthday, there is promiscuous feeding of Brahmins or rather Dvijas in the temple. The poor of all classes and communities are also fed at the different centres of the capital city. Poor feeding is the most prevalent form of the Birthday celebration in Travancore. It can be stated without any fear of contradiction that there . will not be a single starving soul in any part of tbe State. Local people in all the moffusil stations raise money for this purpose and give a magnificent breakfast to every one who wants, there being no restriction or limitation of any kind. On one occasion a British Resident who had heard of this promiscuous feeding asked the local officer who was responsible for the feeding of the poor how this kind of free feeding on so lavish and unrestricted scale is managed without any difficulty and confusion, whether any ticket is given for admission into the place of feeding, whether several people would not come in for their feed more than once and, if this happens, how it was possible to bring it to a conclusion at all. He was told that there was absolutely no obstruction of any kind, that no ticket was issued, that any one was at liberty to eat any number of times and that those who want are freely given food to last for one or two days. The gentleman was surprised at the